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EMPIRE
STADIUM

{Managing Directar: A. ). ELYIN)

AUGUST 3rd, 1942
at 7.0 p.m.

represented by players from the American
and Canadian Forces now in London

IN AID OF

THE BRITISH RED CROSS ARND ST. JOHN FUND

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME SIXPENCE
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EMPIRE STAD!UM'

LEY

Managing Clrector ; A, J. ELVIN

JUNE 3rd, 1944, at 2.45 p.m.

fn zid of H. R H. Tha Duke of G!nucestcrs Red Cross and

swm&m

-

5 lnnmgs) . ' 3
CANADIAN MILITARY H.Q. v. CB.S SOLONS .
: ‘ ‘ AND - (u.s, Army)
BASEBALL G&Mﬁ

(7 innings)

‘U.S. 9th "AIR FORCE V.. US GROUND FORCES

- {The Niners All-Stars) , (C B.5. Clowns)

Diagram -of the Field o‘F Pilay

R O ) .
Centre Feld o
St Right Fietd

O
. Left Field

29 Baseman .

O

) Short Stc;p
R

2. -
% 12Baseman

‘3"_‘."Ba‘se-rnan \ qg‘\f"'

Carcher

For abr:dged Rules of Baseball and Details of Sufthaii saa back paga.

OFF!CIAL PROGRAMME SIXPENCE




NATIONAL. CUF FINALS

RASEBALL ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND

1890 Scheduled as the best of three games; won in two siraight games

by Presion North End Amateurs, who beat Pirmingham Amateurs
bz - 15, and 42 - 7.
NATICNAL BASEBAITL ASSOCIATION (1)
1892 Niddlesbrough 26 - St. Thomas's (Derby) 16.
1693 Thespians (London) 33 - Darlington St. Augustine’s 6.
1894 Thespians {London)} 38 -~ Stockton-on-Tees 14.
189% Derby 20 - Fuller's (London) 16.
1896 Wallsend-on~Tyne 16 - Remington's (London) 10,
1897 Derby 30 - Middlesbrough 7.
1899 Derby 14 - Nottingham Forest 3.
1900 Nottingham Forest 17 - Derby 16.
BRITISH BASERALL ASSOCIATICN (1)
1906 Tottenham Hotspur 16 - Nondescripts 5.
1907 Clepton Orient 8 -~ Fulham 7.
1908 Tottenham Hotspur 6 - Leyton 5.
1909 Clapton Orient & - Leyton 4,
NATIONAL RASEBALL ASSOCIATION (2)
1934 Hatfield {Liverpool)} 13 - Albion {Liverpoocl} 12.
1935 New London 7 -~ Rochdale Greys 1.
1936 Wwhite City (London) 9 - Catford Saints 5.
1937 Hull 5 - Romford Wasps 1.
1938 ©Rochdele Greys 1 =~ 0ldham Greyhounds G.
1939 Helifax 9 - Rochdzsle Greys 5.
BASEBATT, ASSOCIATICN LTD.
1948 Iiverpool Robine 13 - Thames Board Fills (Purfleet} 0.
1949 Hornsey Red Sox 10 - Liverpool Cubs 5.
1950 Burtonweod USAF Bees 23 ~ Hornsey Red Sox 2.
1951 Furtonwood USAF Rees 9 ~ Ruislip USAF Rockets 2,
ERITISH BASEFALL FZISERATICN
1959 Trames Board Kills (Purfleet) 12 - East Hull Aces 4.
1960 Theames Poard Milles (Purfleet) €& - Liverpool Tigers 1.
1962 TLiverpool Tigers 8 - East Hull Aces 3.
1963 Ezsst Hull Aces 8 - Garrington's (Bromsgrove) 6.
BRITISH BASERALL ASSOCIATION {(2)
1962 Kingston hces (Hull) 4 - Stretford Saints (Manchester) 2.
NATIONAL BASERALL LEAGUE (UK)
1966 gStretford Saints (Manchester) 3 - Liverpool Aces 1.
1967 Liverpoocl Kormon Yankees 4 - Beckenham Bluejays 2.
1968 Hull Aces 4 - Hull Royals 1.
19469 Watford Sun-Rockets 8 - Liverpool Trejans 7 (11 innings).
1670 Hull Royals 3 - Hull Aces 1.
RRITISH AWMATZUR FASETALL FEDERATION
1973 Burtonwecod Yanks 23 - Hull Aces 2.
1974 Nettingham Lions 5 - Hull Royals 3.
1975 Iiverpocol NALGO Tigers 5 - Nottingham Lions 3.
1976 Liverpool Trojans 5 ~ Kensington Spirit of '76 {London) 4.
1977 Golders Green Sox 9 - Hull Aces 5.
BRITIEH AKATZUR FASEFALL & SOFTEALL F=DERATICHN
1978 Liverpool Trojans 14 - Crawley Giants 12,
1979 Golders Creen S0x 9 ~ Hull Aces 7 (11 innings).
1980 Liverpoocl Trojans 12 -~ Hull Aces 1,
1981 Tondon Warriore 23 -~ Hull Aces 7,
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% A News Sheet of Baseball, published by the South Eastern Baseball League ¢
: ‘ ' No. 4 :: JUNE 2nd, -1954
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Representative Matches in the North, Midlands and Western Areas

" As the season has already started we are

':éble fo predict the téfnd of the 1954 baigew . ' N '
all programme with some cerfainty, for _ :
the varions leagues have already settled | - LEAGUE T&QLES
down to their regalar fxtures, : . e .
With ‘a total of 60 ti;ms ‘affilinted 1o the : , _
Baseball Association the position s un- |° - .
doubtedly encouraging,” as - this shows a- B!rmlngham Hull o
slight increase over Jast scason. The forming " - (ncluding 23 , 5, 54) : (imcluding 30 . 5 . 54)
of new clubs shows that baseball is gaining - ) T S
ili%reasing _suj:'\portl everywhgre azd Et islsug- Division 1 P ow o Bivision- A" = * Pw 9
" pificant that in places such as Leeds clubs : . . T A Ty s
hayeé been formed where baseball pever D”‘?I"P Tigers ... 3 =2 667 H?me,'__{U’_S'A‘I) o 3 3 1_0.0_0
pI(f.viOlisly' h&d a fQchOfd; - : Vglor e e 3 2 667 jGI_FTl._ntS;.‘.“ T e e 3 2 667
‘Unfortunately the increased cost of travel- | ¥V el_h?gblomugh 3 2 667 ng Royals . . — 3 2 867
ling makes it.difficiilt in-sSome of these cases | Allen’s Crosszo - 27 1 roo | Priestiman Panthers... 2 1 500
for clubs to -obtain as many games as they | Beavers o - 80 0.+ —~ | East¥ull Aces S 1
would wish, for not only do the members of e L Pirates . .« .. 3.1
the majority of clubs have to pay for their | Division if w Fagles . ..~
own fares but they msually have to-meet | 1yiiton Eagles o AZICE e ]
heavy subscriptions to keep “thair club in n P g :
being; : particulatly:sso witere setiey |- Diatas oo
have i of regular “outside™ tncome, | Wolseley- , gs t : X
and it is.a wribute to the enthusiasm of club | Bivlec Dodgers ... 3 T 533 | Reckitts Robins ... . 1 1 1o00
officials and players ‘that these are overcome, e i Maybury 1 G AT T T 500
. However, with increasing interest jt.is now . Nott-ingham. _ Wold Road S.¢0 g Ba3
bettming péssible fo stage representalive including 33 . 5 .. 54 T Hull Police IR R, S
and “other special ‘matches with -the iikeli- | - (“_“1“ ing 23, 5 54} : B S o :
hood of raising fonds. fto aislsist tc}Iné, g’an_i%‘s ' Pw o9 | o c ‘
progress, and support for these during:the - “ ; . - : 13] aste
present season can do much to ensure the R'C“'A:F - Langar .. 3 3 1000 . . ¢ .h St. rn
futare, ' " o L Athleties ... . ~ 3 2 667 7 N (:gcluc_lmg 30, 5 . 54) ;
C 7 Yorks'v Yamks ']SJO_‘;ig@fS'_A IR R _mgu Senior. Division P Wy
-One of these Tepresenfative games fakes | DCHALOLS. Lt s TR X0 5000 Brigands o 1000
place on Whit Monday at Craven Park | Leicester .. 2.1 500 Kbﬁ%k b 2_ g 750
Stadinm, Hull, when Yorkshire meet Holme | Braves... = ... R0 e Board Mills o o
Cowhoys (a USAF. team who. are sew Dodgers B ... ... 3. 0 - johAmes JoArS M. 40 30 750
entrants to'the ‘Hull Feaguc). '~ R.CAF. Luffenham. o o  — | Howsey Athletics . 2 "1 5oo
" The Yorkshire team will be 'sclécted from: o ‘ - Dagenham Royals ... g T 338
R. ‘Marshall, B. Glanville, A, Pewlass, W. | - Woest : Essex” Nationals 31 833
Hadden (Reyals), P. Shorten, 'G. Jackson, - B estern Ford Spors ... "3 1 833
R, Cawthorn (Aces), M. Cheuler, J. Brown | (including 23 . 5 , 54) Aveley Cubs .. * 0 o
(%,26(118)3 Bé I\%aclver,B G. Gregn, I;I Stanford P W 9 . GRS 7 4
gles), G. Bean, B, Lazerby, J. Lowther, - sogr LT :
D. ‘Bean - (Giants), L. Ashton, T. Busby | Sutton Beavers w3 3 1000 Division |- ) S V‘_I %
(Pirates). iArt Fewlass and Notman Stanford | Tigers (Mitcham) 3 3 1000 ! De Havilland Comets g 2 667
are English Internationals. | Epsom Lions... © .. 3 2 666 | Snowdown Magpies.. 1 1 1000
Nottingham’s Double with Huti | Dulwich Blugjays ... "2 o — |Briggs Tigors.. ... 2 1 s00
The Nottinghami heagie have drransed ‘Mitcham Royals 2 o . — | Southend Bufaloes e 20 —_
“ home and f\’t’fﬂY'” ﬁxtﬁres with the. }i;ull Wokingham Monarchs. '3 ¢ — | Queens Park Aces . 0 0 —
League, the first taking place at Bulwell ‘ : ! v o
Park, Nottingham, on June 13th, with the 2 2 Ll
retern, at Hull on July 4th, . _ - o - . L =
. The annual mecting between the ‘Western : e ..
Counties and the South Eastern Counties for | Bulwell Park, Nottingham Craven Park, Hull
g&eﬁ %Q;onation Pcnnan} will t?ike Tl'ﬂace at S . . ) .
itcham Stadium on July 3rd. e first . ) ' . . .
match in this series was played at Dagenham * Sunda}’, 13th June % * 'Sunday, 4th July *
last season, Sonth Eastern winning an execit- - : . -
ing duel by a 43 margin. : : e




In the Beginning

Alan Shepherd had just been married in 1954 when he responded to an
invitation in the Leicester Mercury to prospective baseball players. The ad. had
been placed by a consortium of three ex-Canadian Airforce men who had settled
in the City after the war. Alan was the only player there for the duration — first
game to last. | joined as a 15 year old Gateway Grammar School student a year
later.

Steve Hordal, Johnny Groulx and Bill Brown were the three Canadians. They
were supported by American — living in Woodhouse Eaves- Lawrence ‘Al
‘Alexander and the ginger haired Dennis ‘Red’ Diglin an Englishman who had
previously played the game in the North of England.

No minutes were taken at any meetings. However some clarification of the
inaugural set up appears in an interview with Steve Hordal in the lllustrated
Leicester Chronicle of 27 October 1955. “The advertisement in the paper was
placed by Steve Cobbett who was from Birmingham. He became the first
Secretary and Treasurer . We discussed the possibility of forming a club but only
five of us attended that meeting, hence the advertisement “.

The inaugural meetings were heid in the Blue Boar Inn which was in Applegate
Street.

Cobbett contacted the Midland Counties Baseball Association for ideas but the
Association minutes do not show any leicester attendee.
In 1953 the Association made £25. 5s and 10d income over expenditure.

The Midland Counties Baseball Association was an affiliate of the Baseball
Association Ltd. The Baseball Association had the idea of copying the FA set up
i.e. with a controiling body running separate county districts.

In what correspondence that has survived there is a fascinating 1953 report from
the Baseball Association Ltd. The report emphasises their supreme control of
the game and any attempt to break away from their Association is “treachery to
the game “. Strong stuff. Unfortunately there is no detail of the Association or its
whereabouts.

After a short time Hordal decided to break away from Cobbett who had the crazy
notion that baseball in this country should be run on a professional basis. Hordal
became the overall organiser.
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MIDLAND COUNTIES BASEBALIL ASSOCIATION -~

Annual General Meeting
Crown Hotel, Covrporation Street, Birmingham
Friday, 29th, January 1954

ATTENDANCE ..
Messrs., G, Tudor, C. Winnett, R, Read, R, Ebdon, E. Wheatcroft,
J,Stephenson, R, Hjelter, W, West, H. Johnson, A, Wheatcroft.

CHAIRMAN .. It was proposed by Mr. Tudor that in the absence of the

President, Mr. Winnett take the Chair, Seconded by Mr, Stephenson, Carried.

APOLOGIES .. Apologies were received from Messrs. R, Boardman and

. Butler. The Secretary was instructed to convey the Meeting's good wishes
to Mr. B oardman for his future.

MINUTES .. As a copy of the Minutes of the previous A, G, M, had been
circulated to each member, Mr. Tudor proposed that they be taken as read.
Seconded by Mr. West, Carried.

Treasurer's Report

Mr. Johnson gave a detailed statement of the Income and Expenditure
for 1953 and explained that due to the resignation of the Auditor for domestic
reasons, an audited account and Balance Sheet could not be produced. The
Secretary confirmed that the Auditor had checked the Accounts, receipts and
payments, and had instructed the Treasurer to prepare individual sheets and
compile a trading account, Mr. Tudor proposed that the acceptance of the
Balance sheet be held over until an auditor’s signature could be obtained,
Seconded by Mr. T, Wheatcroft. Carried. The Chairman voiced the feelings
of the Meeting when he thanked the Treasurer for his work during the year,

Secretary’s Report ..

In his report the Secretary gave details of events of the past season and
informed the Meeting that three Clubs, viz: Beavers, AllensCross and Saints,
had decided to form themselves into a new organisation to be called "The
Birmingham Baseball Combination". He also explained that his report would
be brief in view of the highlights contained in the General Secretary's report,
Some of these were stressed and copies of the report were passed to members
to read at their leisure,

Biriningham Representative's Report .,

Mz. Tudor remarked that with an unwieldy number of teams in one division
it was difficult to fulfil League commitments, Area Cup matches and arrange
representative matches. However, with a full season, Allens Cross received
a composite team from Liverpool and the Saints travelled to Hull. Much
experience had been gained by the mistakes made. An entirely new Executive
had been formed and high hopes had been raised for the 1954 season,

Nottingham Representative's Report .. No Report was received from the
Nottingham Area,




Election of Officers.

Mr. Stephenson proposed that the retiring members of the Council
(Messrs. West and Johnson) be re-elected. Seconded by Mr, Tudor.
Carried.

Other Business.

Mr. Read as Umpires' Representative, spoke of the striving for better
conditions and acceniuated the need for more umpires and in particular
urmnpires who would be most firm in their decisions. He also reminded
Ciubs that it was a duty to suggest names for nomination as independent
members to the Council. It was, however, & recognised fact that enthusiasts
associated with Clubs were invariably required to serve on their own Committ-
ees, and it was difficult to find personnel who were independent members of
Clubs.

The question of a possible affiliation of "The Birmingham Baseball
Combination!' was cviticised by Mr, Stephenson, in the light that prospects
of the weaker clubs in the Birmingham Baseball League winning the Area
Cup would be practically nil. Mr., West pointed out that the Council's
jurisdiction on this or any like matter could be confidently accepted as
being entirely unbiased.

Mr. Read proposed that a vote of thanks to the Secretary be recorded
for his work and persistence during the past season. Seconded by Mr.
Tudor. Carried.

Mr, Johnson informed the Meeting that movements were now going
ahead to form a hody of umpires in the Nottingham Area and that
examinations nad already been made.

Mr. Stephenson proposed that the next A, G, M. be held in a private
room either at the Crown oY another hotel. Seconded by Mr. West.
Carried.

A vote of thanks to the Chairman closed the Meeting.



THi MIDLAND COUNTILS BASLBall aSSO0CLATION.

INCOks, oND JiFoNDITURS ..CCUUNT FOR +uRICD 1st.J.U.RY 1953 to Blst.D C mB.R 1953

SPNOTTURS

Loos Yrensferred from Trading account
weTstary's expenses:
rostases
PTslepiaones
Tuele. rans
avertising
Proerurerts cxpenses:
Tostages
Tolepnones
Tolegrans
aecelpt Eook
Pravelling (Nottingham 29.11.53)
dsczllancous
Goronntios Game 1.6.53,35%cess of Hﬁooamjw<mw
dSxpenditured
Lt of cooms
metovrwvine nd nwolishing Cup for Fott's Lesgue
coen and Pank charges
epreeiation of typewriter

*

geeesooof lucomc over sxronditure

TOT, L

4 16

12

oy

Ty 0
[

© o,

[

O 5 G0

OO C oW

24 5 10

5L 5 &

5

TG O

Ieapue affiliations

Club affiliations

widland .area Cup entrance fees

3ubscripbtions from President and Vice-presidents
Players reglstrations

Donations from two umpires(icCoy snd fzad)
dngland v U.S.a.T.(Lakenheath) Game 35.8.53:-
sxcess of income over expenditure

vidland .rea Cup Final 8.8.53:-

~xcess of income over expenditure

H QGO
ok

OO OEn

OWwWo OO

l_.'

51 5 &

13



Lol S S PN T S -
THE SOUTH E

Fowpadud i 23S o oL ooddnn b o

ASTERM BASEBALL LEAGUERE

Aviheed o the Sowd Taowen Couniies Be cbeil Aociaion

FHon. Treesurer
T, A CORKETT
G Lever Squire
Chadweil 510 dMary
Gruvs Essen

5., Cobbett, Lesdg.
0o Hand Avenue
Leicester

&

Dear ilxr. Cobbett

I thank you for yo
must first of all anclog
However, owing to the ne
several meetings
with the result

iTeedless Lo say

that I once mel you whil
time when 1 was Secreter
war ., aince those 4@

and have heen saspcleted

nov Dagenhawn Royals { of whom

1 was sleased To he
hone that vou are meetin
in the Jottigghaw League
visit Hottingham for an
discussed &t

shall have the onporiuni
iy the Jondon area bn &

v of the hsssx
vs I heve become Secretary

o

our Ffixtures meeting on Fr

Clads nivt
LS KMNATY

313 Okl Sorhesd Roead
U Pk ey
Tof.: Homehwch 4760

3

ur interesting letter
g

ise for not repolylng
cessity of arrenging

I have no%t had time to deal
that 1 now have to spend an evenin; on

I was nieased o hear Ifrom vcuw fo
S b

1 pem

st at & Lasebal
Tatie

with three other cl
T

ey

ar of your efrorts 1
with success in

We are hooing t

s

Hon, Seerciary
o HELLIAR
30 Drerby Avenue
Upminster. fsex
Fel - Hornchureh 5361

rd varch 1954

of 16th Fevruary and
previsusly to this,
fixtures and attending
wvith my correspondence
catcoching wt.

v 1 believe
e in this area ot the
nals clup juct after the

of the 85.., League
ubs == Fondu, liarlsy and

s Leam mManager ).

i, the Leicesster area and
gettinr a cluv to compeie

hat we shall be able to

inter-ares came a2t Yhitsun (this will be

iday)
ty of seeing You.
S

would let you know where Lo see & cell game,
Things are aropressing e

heve 14& teams. I nttended a meeting of

wonday and they have zipEiphEEnsEonn BEnYE

gix teams, S0 We are manae ing to kXeen the

despite several difficurties.

1 am enciosing thr
genson, We are hooing
would sporcciate your
and ol
officials {our Handboo.

o
o]

T 5 ;
Lop¥kirg feruway

sssistance
o heloing the sele of comles,

ea conies of "hasehall wevs®
o this agein this season,
in offexriap

IR
e

to

wday verhans you could contact me

1f so, periens [l
Likewise, if you are
and I

'S

vouraoly in our Leagve 50 fat znd we
+the YWesbiern Lesgue on

rEEpyrbuigihl skl enxENR
game gpoing down here

nublished lzet
and if so

- news from your ared
1 also encioss g iist of

iz not vublished yet).
heeving fro- you fgaln.

TACY HTLLIAR



THE BASEBALL ASSOCIATION (e
(INCORPORATING THE NATIONAL BASEBALL ASSOCIATION) Founder : JOMN MOORES, fiq.

Directors ! M, JQUBBRT, (Lt. Col (Rewd) U.S.A) H. T. BUTLER, {Canadian), RS8¢abiAMQED. L. J. KOSTA,
D. C. FAULKNMER, J. E. NEALE. E. H. MATHEWS. E. R. SHARPE, &esrabisfipidd. A, WHEATCROFT,

Reg. Office : Hon. General Secretary :

47/49 CASTLE STREET, RICHARD COWARD
LIVERFOOL, 2. RD,
79 PENNY LANE,
Tel. CEMural 8162, LIVERPOOL, 18,

l4th, september 1953,

IIU.T. DS L3 Cobbetts
LEICHSTER,

Dear S51iByp,

Tn reply to yours of 13th. inst. No, we are not in any
way connected with bthe Agwoclation you mentlone There are two types
of Baseball played in this country, viz; English baseball {(or rounders )
and National Baseball, which is based on the American game.

_ If your team is formed to play the English game, then you
want the Association in Village Streel, Bverton. If you inbend to
play the American geme, thea you come under my Assoclation, as named
above.

The objects and purposes of the Baseball Agssoclation Ltd.,
are roughly, to propagate the game of National Baseball, Xm I would
guggest you contact kr. A. I Wheateroft, 131, Roebuck Lane, Smih
smethwick, 40, who 1s the Hon. sSecretary of the iidland Counties
Raseball Association, which 1s the kidlands Area Council of the B.A., Lt
T am sending your letter on to him for his informabtione.

The beet of luck Ho the clib.
Yours fﬁitﬁfully, p

gy . 7
Q %‘ﬂ Tt
ST ol -R. Coward.



Cenersl Searetary's Report, December, 1953.

“Je are again abproaching the end of & year. and the begin-—
ning of a nNew One, and for baseball in general the past year has
neen a momentous and neartbreaking one. 1t is time to face up
o County General Meetings, and what is to be promulgated at
these neetings. T think it is time for more clear thinking and
clear speaking.

Where are we and what have We got? In the North-West, the
County Association with two teams at i1ts disposal, and 211 the
tmpires and officials, staged some entertaining baseball, which
cost money, but enhanced the prestige of all concerned. The
R4 pate! organisation, notwithstanding the wide publicity and
the glowing reports which heralded its formation, would appear
4o have fallen far short of the "paradise" 1t offered to the game
of masebzll. The majorlity of the gamés presented were chaotic,
anruly exhibitions, deoing only harm to the game and the reputa-
~iang of those officials who have associated themselves with the
. Ba A, Already, in the few months they have been in existence,
there have veen reported resignations of senior officials; and
disrontentment was obvious in the clubs even during the playing
seascn. The final debacle was the announcemnent in the bress, of
rhe inhention to form a league, in Widnes, of wixed teams! .
¥axed in the sense that both men and women would pe playing in
ihe seme Leam. . The game played, would be a simplified form,
with a simplified set of pules, as the real game WaS consldered
to be too complicated to catch on:! Surely no self~-respecting
club would pe found dead in such an organisation.




L0 LD MY CoNbiusrwow YISW SRats the S 13, A, are not, nor ever
w11l be the formidable threat as appeared likely a few months ago,
to the conbtinued existence of the Baseball Association and what
i% meDresents,

Nt harm has been done. In the North-West it has driven
zvray a large part of the solid following for the game. In other
areas, disaffented clements have used the appearance of the
1, B, A" as a weapon with which to threaten The Basekall Associa-
+icn and i%s Areas with sccession. Diseipline is flouted. Local
aarirents to dictatorship have created & situation which has
~~casioned neglect in all departments of the game. Standards are
Geteriorating in an alarming manner. The geme is In &a deplorable
ccadition. Let us face facts.

“ne National Raseball Association founded bascbell in Greatd
Britain end lawnched it in 1934, After the war, the Trustees of
“no N,B,A, ro-organised the body into its present form, The Base-
1all Associstion Ltd., and this body continues to govern the geme
urder the same rules and regulations, regardless of the changing
nersonnel in the administraticu. Baseball , in this country, has
heen orgenised, uvnder the auspices of the N, B.A, in the method of

footbell, Teams wYormed into leagues, and affiliations to County
Asscriations who govern the areas and are respongible to the
parent body, the Baseball Assn. Ltd., whose job 1t is to co~
ordinate and govern the game over the whole of the country. This
affiliation %0 the Baseball Assn. Ltd., through its areas, implies
en cbhiigation cn the pert of Leagues and officials, Clubs and
officials, and players, to loyally and unselfishly accept the laws
and rules end regulations, and calls for unguestioning okedience
to the acthority of the B.A, Litd., at all stages. To contravens

tpese laws and flout the authority of the B.A,Ltd., and to atiempt
+o disaffect personnel and set up rival organisations, is treacher
base—

the game, and ingratitude to the founders, without whom
. not exist in Gt. Britain to-day. The patent failure of
the breakaway organisation in the North~West should be sufficlent

"eterrent ko all those who seek to follow in their footsteps.
1




Obviously Hordal was looking for any player with experience, There is an interest
letter in the surviving archive from Vic Jackson. Jackson was an Australian
cricket all rounder playing County Cricket for Leicestershire at that time. In the
letter he explains that he played baseball in Australia and prefers it to cricket. He
appeared as a pitcher for the club occasionally when other summer commitments
aliowed. He would appear in our tatty uniforms but wearing his white cricket
boots.

It was not until a year later — 1956~ the name “Green Sox” was added at the
initial re-branding suggestion of the new secretary — Mike Grimsley who took
over that year . Mike was an addictive enthusiast in anything that he became
involved in and baseball was no exception. He quickly sorted out the admin. and
produced a set of accounts for 1956 showing a “loss” of 7s and 3d.

In later years all meeting were held at the Marquis of Wellington pub on London
Road.
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Where did we play?

Steve Hordal , a native of Saskcatchewan, wanted to launch basebail on a sound
( but amateur) footing. Regrettably the ciub had no funds . Hence his requests to
the Leicester Blackbird Road Speedway and Greyhound Stadium fell on deaf
ears nor did the City Council feel charitably generous towards Mr. Hordal's pleas
regarding the Saffron Lane Sports Stadium. .

There was another fly in the ointment at that time. The religious organisation —
The Lords Day Observation Society — held sway over the Council Parks Dept.
who would not allow any organised sport to be played on a Sunday. At this time
even the childrens swings were locked on Sundays. This was a definite
stumbling block to the teams future and was not rectified until some time later —
mainly through the clubs efforts. But more of that later.

Baseball was finally launched on the Wellington Vics FC ground which at that
time was on Stonesby Avenue behind what was then the Tiger Pub and is now a
housing estate. Joe Jacobs the well know local boxing promoter performed the
opening ceremony in front of a crowd estimated at 1,500 against the Nottingham
Braves . County cricketer Vic Jackson did the pitching and the team beat the
Braves 6-3. During that first season crowds exceeding 250 were common.

Due to the Sunday ban on Council owned parks we also used other venues —
Park Drive ,Leicester Forest East, the John Bull Sports Ground Groby road
before finally settling at Victoria Park — playing on Saturdays — changing in what
was then temporary huts close to the War Memorial.

Wherever we played baseball at that time — home or away — no venue had an
outfield fence . So, any hit into the outfield gaps which would normally go for a
routine double became a home run. The meant that scores of 40 or more runs
was not exceptional.

The kit was begged from colleagues of the Canadians. A sizeable donation of
surplus kit was also received from a Birmingham side probably through Steve
Corbetts connections. So we appeared initially looking like a bunch of
ragamuffins. We eventually got around to organising stitched logos for the shirts
and cut down painters trousers suitably completed the uniform. Later the green
socks were added. Unlike the bent dustbin lid gloves of today our gloves were
mare like padded pancakes. Batting helmets were unheard of.

The main source of new kit was Archie Stinchcombes Mercury Sports in
Nottingham . Although Lillywhites of London also sold baseball equipment —
mainly British made Bailey equipment. .



Parks & Recreation Grounds Department

L%/Zazo}zé;z(énff p %ﬁ,
Aoy Tork

}. W, WATSON i
EANSTA :%&bﬂj&?".
PARKS SUPERINTENDENT J'.T VWB
TeLerHone 286034 OUR REF, ' 14th OCtObEI', 1 951[. )

YOUR REY.

¥r. S.G. Hordal,
6 Francis Avenue,
Leicester.

Dear 5ir,

1 am in receipt of your letier of the 13th inst.
The only question I can answer definitely is that no games
will be allowed on Sundays.

Regarding the use of the Victoria Road Esst
ground, I will submit your letter to the next Parks Comwittee,

but the original intention for this ground was that it should

be used for unorganised games.

Yours faithfully,

PR

Ty

.

Parles Superintendent.
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Ref. bl warci 195i.
JEC/SD/Pk/1

Dear 3Zirv,

I am reqguested by the Chairman of the raris
Committee to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
25th ultimo and to inform you that he is not premnared
to grent permission for the sale of programmes on the
Parks. I have becen asked to point out that the
Saffron lane Showground Stadium is availasble for hirve
by any organisation for svorits ourvoses and that
programes may be sold there and charges made For the
admission of the public. If you are interested in
hiring the Stadium for baseball mutches werhaps you will
communicate with the Zarks Superintendent at Abbey lLarlk,
Leicester.

Yours faithiully,

nih &
- b e

it

Town Clerk.

wre Sed, Cobbeit,
82 Hand Avenue,
LETICESTER,

s



MIDLAND SPORTS STADIUMS L7TD.

LEICESTER STADIUM BLACKBIRD ROAD
UNDER THE RULES OF AND LICENSED BY
THE NATIONAL GREYHOUND RACING CLUB LEICESTER
DIRECTORS ¢
A. D. SANDERSON (cHAIRMAN) TeLesHonE: Leic. §2518/9
G, CLORE

from: sSelsdcon Park,
Sendarcstead,
STV e

3.C0. Aordal BEsq.
6, Francis Ayenus,
ARAUNSYONE, Lelcester.

Naear lr.Hordal,

T arknowledge recsipt of yovr letter
of the 25th instani,znd am sorry Lo hesr that you
do not feel at the present aomeanl you are in a
position to “hire' the Stadium.

Quite frankly, I looked upon the figurs
stad as s token charge rather than a hirirg fse.
5 designed to cover cost of turnstils attendants

v staff who would have to be available whan
ium was open and cost of cleariag up ete.

T am =fraid I Adc not fesl } i
granting you fres use of the Sladium,ss apparently
vou £uggeste

Tf waiz think that you are golng %o
conbinue to get the very large crouds to which you
vefarred in your letier of May 9th I would consider
charzing cut-of-pocket expenses only and allow you
1o collact vour oub-of-pockel expenses,and then
divide any profit « it would of course only be on a
trial basis.

Yours faithfully, e

25
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'g54  FIKTURES

| ercester Rasehall
Fixtures

¥,CESTERT newly | 36
Gasebaii tewm, it whiehh V

Jackeon, the County vricieted, Lokes §

a bhig intoercesf, jpehide ious malehes
with Canadisn  avmen i thedr
tptaras iov the comung =epson,

The moichcs Wil he played o
Saturdo ¥e and  Sungays, those n
Ioieesior tefoing  place on the
Gronesh; Avenage o, whith
we wWellingion Vien use m the
winier.

The viub have aow enpagh play
ers fop o iean, siihoush the Prowi-
dent, afr, 8. I al s prepuicl

ider jlurthor roguesis 19 s,

wreE—
g, . Bravex homei: i Ath-
loties, Asidland  Cun thome?r: 23,
Dodpers A {B3uiwell PLail, Notisds
ug, podrers I (home), June 9, Sena-
fars (Aictbourne Park, Noils): i,
ne.ar, Noh aTonihinm {home)
24, 7oA., Lanpary {probably

Ty 4 1.0LA T, North Lulfenhoin
(North Lufrepnwn}: i, Dodrers B,
NMotiingham Cup (homed: 17, Braves
ielbourne Parir: 14, RrROAT
Langar {(hoine}l supust L Alhlelies
(Melhowine  Par ;4. Senators
1Iailys 15, Athleties
>, Dodpery B Buiwell

s o (home)




TELEPHONE
73580

SPORTS

PROFEIETORS 1 ARCHI SriNcrCOMBDE & LEN STRONGMAN

119 ALFRETON ROAD, NOTTINGHAM

PRICHLLISI———r== BASE3ALL ZGUIPEEL. --1954.
2ielder's Gleve in Heavy Creem lorse Hide--——--—- 65/9 eesch.
Pirst Besemin's Glove- ditto IR Y72 N
Catcher's Glove—~—-—~-- gitte  mmemmmm—mee 123/7 "
Tielder's Glove in Red [lan PFide---—-- e 67/11 “
First 3aseman's Glove- Ditio  —mmmmmm - == 68/ "
Gsteher's Glove--————- Ditto  me—mmmmm—me e 127/1 . L
Cotcher's Bodygusrd in [ap CaNvag-—---- e 42/8 L
Brsebell Shoes—= ——-—m——m—m oo e {clested )~ 49/2  »peir.
T 5§ o e e ¢ e e s 17/4  sach.
3517 §—--~dEBBLR-—--Chrome Horse Hide (Keen clean) 17710 esch.
HOPSERiGB - mm e mm —m 17/10 »
SPALDIEG-~{sunnlied by, ———==—————~-===-= 12/3

Purchaose Jex includea in #1171 Prices.

2%
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18/29 MORA STREET. CiTY ROAD. LONDON, z.C.1.

THB/IN

10th February 1956

5.G. Hordal Esq.,

Hon. Secretary,
Leicester Baseball Club,
6, Francis Avenue,
Leicester.

Dear Sir,

‘fe thaok you for your letter cof the 4th instant,
together with vour crder and remittance of 128.9d4., our
official receipt for which has been forwarded to you under

separate cover.

With reference to your second varagraph., we regret
to advise you that we dc not supply Baseball Shoes.

Apologising for our inability to be of assistance
to yeu on this cccasion.

Yours faithfully,
LILLYWVEITE FRCVD LI IVED

SALES MNAMAGER

Do AVES e n

24



City Embroidery Co. (Leicester)
Radges + Gold & Silver Wire Wark - Block & Scripe Lettering

924 BRUNSWICK STREET - LEICESTER
Telephone: LEICESTER GRANBY 250
G.Hordal Esdge,

6, Francis Ave.
LEICESTER. QUOTATION No. (1§46

Date Feb [} ’llc!-th.e 1 955e

When replying plesse quete

Dear Sits,
We thank you for your esteemed enquiry of
for which we now have pleasure in submitting our Quotation.

Yours faithfully,
CITY EMBROIDERY CO. (Leicester)

LETOESTER, 20.0Z. 3/6d.88. + lax.

15 onlys L/~ + Wake




Parks & Recreation Gronnds Pepartment

%MZL%ZE :rzaéﬂf.; %fb&,
Ay Tort

J. W. WATSON
Em:r.v.k. %&b&.ﬂfe@.
S SUP ENDENT
PARKS SUPERINTENDENT L JYT/CCBa 1et. September 1955

Teureons 216034 YOUR REF.

I’-'b?. So Gre ‘H.Qrc-}-al’
£ “rancis Avenus,
Leicesier.

Dear Sir,
1 am in receipt of your letter of the 29theultes

and. have to inform you that a pitch for ageball will be

the Summer of 1956,

available at Viectoria Park for

the Pees for baseball will be 5/- registration

fee, and 10/~ for each game playede
I should be pleased if you will make an early
application for the booking of this pitch, as 1 am having

nUNerous enquiries for sports at Victoria Parker

Yours falthfully,

" o o
) Parks Superintendénte

f

\

EY



Who were our opponents ?

From the outset we joined the Nottingham League. We filled out the League to
seven teams.

RCAF North Luffenham

Nottingham; Dodgers
Athletics
Royals
Braves
Senators

Leicester Green Sox.

The Canadians were the powerhouse of the League. The leading ~English team
were the Athletics with pitcher Red Goodier, catcher George Bowles and others
included Wes Smith and Lol Whelan. Bowles was also the Secretary of the
League.

No scorebooks survive so it is difficult to name many other players. Dodgers
very aggressive pitcher was Albert Whitehead. Tom Munns pitched for the
Royals who were the only team that we could beat at that time. Harry Todd and
Benny Benson ran the Braves who were regularly able to conjure up US
servicemen to compliment their side. Benny later became an umpire on the
National League of the late 80’s. Johnny West was regrettably disabled but did a
great job in motivating the Senators.

With the demise of RCAF North Luffenham another RCAF base at Langar took
their place. Needless to say they were always a strong side.

In 1958 a competition was organised entitled the Nottingham and Birmingham
Knock out competition. The Birmingham teams were Birlec, Austin, Northfields,
Valor, Dunlop, Bromsgrove and Chipping Norton. | have no record of the
outcome of this competition.

Nottingham and Hull regularly played representative games and | was lucky
enough to represent the Nottingham League at 2" base on 20 July 1958 at
Craven Stadium, Hull. | had 4 at bats with a hit and a strike out.

University Park was Nottingham councils attempt to create a reai baseball
diamond otherwise the venues were other Public Parks. Although the pitches
were marked out clubs had to fit and dismantle temporary back stops after each
game.

There were other games played outside the League. Secretary Mavis Jackson
invited us to meet Leeds Lions in September of 1956. Another one off was at
Chipping Norton, a smali village in Gloucestershire who were playing in the



Birmingham League at that time. Mention is also made in correspondence with
Ross Kendricks Beavers Club from Birmingham . there is further
correspondence mentioning a club named * Saints” although no location is
mentioned. A Nottingham Saints team appeared in the National League in 1964
so it is assumed that was the team mentioned.

Mike Grimsleys contact with USAF bases at Molesworth ( Hunts) ,
Bruntingthorpe( Leics} and Burtonwood ( Lancs) failed to produce fixtures. Mike
was successful though with a fixture at USAF Croughton ( Brackley-Northants).

Correspondence also shows contact with Essex Baseball Club { Dagenham) and
Norman Sutherlands team the Edinburgh Clansmen. Alas the latter was asking if
we had any spare baseball kit. Sutherland later came to England and formed a
team in Coventry.

The very few non playing members ( including wives) were pressed into duty as
scorers. Hence on numerous occasions arguments would break out over minor
details like the actual run score. Crude statistic were kept- a copy of the 1956
figures is shown.

By this time and following my lead the backbone of the side was pupils from the
Gateway School . John Smith Played first base and shared pitching duties with
Al Alexander, | played second base, Graham Spiers was the catcher, Tony
Peasgood was shortstop and a miscellany of other school colleagues were
sprinkled in the outfield. In a letter to the Southern Association ( April 1957) Mike
Grimsley thanks the Association for a set of uniform and a mask value £6.2s.0d
and reports to him that the club had 25 signed players

What was baseball in England really like in the mid-50’s and early 60’s ? | had an
article published in the American magazine Baseball Digest (May 1962)
explaining the realities of baseball life at the time .

Umpiring was a nightmare. We happened to find a Canadian , Don Quigley, who
did a fair job. Obviously knowing the rules, as he did , helps. Many others
pressed into duty had little idea. On many occasions because of the lack of
protective clothing for umpires they would make their judgments including balls
and strikes from behind the pitcher. The pitcher would make his deliveries not
from a mound but from playing field level.

5%
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NOTTINGHAM BASEBALL LEAGUE

Result of game played on ... v
Between (A} (B) oo et
{A) Runs .. ... . Hits (B Runs ... Hits ........e0

Symmary ol game, outstanding events or players.

AL T vttt

Umpire’s Signamre . .

Sigmature (A) .
(B) v

To be completed by Home Team and submitted within 72 hours.

Caprtains
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UNITED STATES NAYY (London)

Secretary:  Lt. GROSSKOPF
Speciai Services Officer, United States WNavy
H.Q., Grosvenor Square, London, W.1.

Telephone: MAYfair 9222 (Ext. 110).
Ground: To be notified.

CUP WINNERS

1955
Sourd Easteen Counries Cup FINaL
Briggs Brigands ......... 28 Qucens Park Aces ... 8

S.E, LEacue Sexior Cup FinaL

Kodak ........coeevnieen. 35  Briggs Brigands ........ .9
S.E. LEAGUE INTERMEDIATE CuUp FiuaL
Queens Park Aces ... 6  Esso Tigers 5
Essex Cup
Briggs Brigands ......... 15 Ford Sports  ............... 10
MEeTroroLITAN CUP
Epsom Lions ............... 9 Hornsey Athletics ... G
S.E. LEaGUE INVITATION TOURNAMENT FINAL
Kodak ................ ..... 15 Dagenham Royals ...... 4

LEAGUE TABLES and PLAY-OFFS

1955

SECTION A Pld. Won  Lost
Briges Brigands ... .. 19 9 i
Hornsey Athletics ... 10 8 2
Dagenbam Royals U 14 6 4
Thames Board Mills ... .10 4 6
Benfleet Greys ... 0 2 8
Esso Tigers .. 10 i 9
SECTION B Pld. Won  Lost
Essex Nationals ... .. io 9 !
Epsom Lions e 10 7 3
Ford Sports ..o 1o 7 3
Kodak 10 5 3
Queens Park Aces U 11 2 8
Briges Tigers 10 & 10

Play-Offs

PRELIMINARY
Epsom Lions ......c.oooeeee 14 Ford Sports ..............

SEMI-FINALS
Hornsey Athletics ... {2 HEssex MNationais ........
Briggs Brigands ......... 9 Epsom Lions ..............

FINAL

Hornsey Athleties ...... 12 Briggs Brigands ........

League Champions—Hornsey Athietics

Division | CHAMPIONSHIP-—PLAY-OFF

TFhames Board Mills ... 11  Kodak ...t

Pis.

8
16
£2

19

*es.

i3

14
10

6

;
f
E
i

472



e
r{.,’é‘g/&eicesfer Green Sox Baseball Club

¢ \‘%}ﬂ
2 1957 SCHEDULE

league and Cup Matches

May 4 Green Sox v. Dodgers Victoria Pk.
» 12 Dodgers v. Green Sox  University Pk., Nottm,
» 18 Green Sox v. Athletics Victoria Pk,
» 26 Senators v. Green Sox Melbourne Pk., Nottm.

June 1 Nottingham League Cup
. 2 Canada v. U.S.AF., Exhibition Game, Nottm.
» 8 Midland Counties Cup
w9 Braves v. Green Sox  University Pk., Nottm.
» 15 Green Sox v. Senators Victoria Pk.
»w 29 Green Sox v. Royals Victoria Pk,

duly 17 Green Sox v. Maple Leafs Victoria Pk,
» 20 Green Soxv. Braves Victoria Park,
» 28 Athletics v. Green Sox  Melbourne Pk., Nottm.

Aug.18 Royals v. Green Sox  Melbourne Pk., Nottm.
» 25 Maple Leafs v. Green Sox  R.C,AF. Langar

Challenge Match
Apr.27 Green Soxv. Royals Victoria Pk.

Other friendly matches are being arranged and
dates for these will appear in the press.

For further information of the club’s activities write to:

Honorary Secretary:

M. M. GRIMSLEY,
51 Narborough Road South,
Leicester.
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HULL and YORKSHIRE BASEBALL ASSOCIATION

<O

YOU MUST HOT MISS!

SUNDAY, 20th JULY, 1958
CRAVEN PARK STADIUM, HULL.
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Hull Nottingham

Duggie Suddards .
Pete Shorten o Coach o g
Ron Marshall ... Picher  FGOOPIER. . . C ATH S)
Terry Bushy .. Catcher __BoWLES. . (DT&S,
Join Read .. tst Base  SMUTHL .. (EITHS,
Frank Parker  ..2nd Base . YARMAM.. ! GRSoX )
Harry Andrews  Short Stop .. [3ELﬁj§Y (ﬁ]’ﬂf

Jack Willerton . 3rd Base UENN INGS. ST-S)
Don Smaliwood .. Left Field ENSON BRﬂVEﬁ)

Don Akers Centre Field BV?\KOWS(HTMJ
Brian Lamb Right Field __ MUA MES.-..LKQYHLS)
G. Sheddon .. Benchers . ALEXRANDE R (C{RSU x
G. Jackson » G’R]HSLET LCTKESGK
R. Hammond - » tS\HE—PH'}:?DCGRQOK,}
C. Megson .. Y. B@GKER(KGYHLS
Bow ey  (ST8).

Manager

e e e | ! o
Tnnings ] 23!4!5!5“18 9 | Total
[N — D _.___..____‘i.,,.... ....El . ,__.-! i““ ._. PR ____i,.u. e
Hull | R 5 ;
i 1‘ g| BRI
; ' i !
Nottingham E 1 AN |
' i | 1 ] |
T B 7] | I T i-“ i T T T

Hull Amateur League matches are played every Saturday, for
details of fixtures see Friday’s Hull Daily Mail or apply te any
player or Committee Member.

NEXT SUNDAY at CRAVEN PARK -- HULL v LIVERPOOL



(AFFILIATED TO TH«E BASEBALL ASSOCIATIGN)

Teeagie Seorednr e Treasurer.
T, 0. HARVEY,
100 St. Albans Road.
Bulwell,
Naottinghans,

‘ol Bulwell 27-1150.
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RASERBALL DIGEET
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86 Roehampton Drive
Wigston Fields
Leicester, England
EAR Str: Being a regular cover-
to-cover reader of your wvery
informative and newsy magazine, 1
am amused by the hard tone to
stories of minor league players. If
only they know what baseball in
the raw is really like. In my opin-
ion here in England we do see the
game in the raw. Admittedly we only
play the game for the kicks (many
of which we receive in the teeth)
and not as our bread and butter.
Literature, playing equipment and
coaching are very hard to come by,
hence many of the players are so
ignorant of the rules of the game
that some of their antics make us
roli with laughter. In two games
last year, for instance, we had bat-
ters coming to bat and taking a
stance on top of the plate. Another
player who had got on base with a
lucky hit was bullied as far as third
base. At the crack of the bat and
g yell in his ear from the coach he
took off, rounded home and set off
for first base again to start his sec-
ond lap. In a practice game last
yvear wé had a player take a cricket
stance in front of the plate; he never
did rhake the team.

32

- MAY 1462

Y 1eicester Green Sox Basehall Club

from England

Possibly the biggest cause of
mirth and broken teeth here are the
grounds on which we play.

Pype Hayes Park, Birmingham,
supports two diamonds, both with
peculiar right fields. One has an
old gnarled oak tree in wvery short
right, while the other develops into
a bog about 120 feet from home, Of
course, ground-rule double for any-
thing off the tree or in the bog.

Actual outfield boundaries are
rare. Edgbaston Park, Birmingham,
however, is bounded in left by a
brook. Many is the poor unsuspect-
ing left fielder who with eyes glued
firmly on a fly ball has prematurely
taken the early bath.

Talking of baths, ancther local
park, where changing accommoda-
tion is a converted stable, has ne
water laid on, so many of the play-
ers after a hot game wash in the
nearby boating lake, much to the
annoyance of the resident ducks.

Chipping Norton is a place that
we have only visited once. (The ex-
penses, borne by individual players,
were rather high.) The Ch1pp1es
had been given reluctant permission
to use the local foothall ground on
the proviso that the grass on the
overworked footballing surface was
not mown during the summer

O



LETTER FROM ENGLAND 33

months, Unfortunately the infield

" was partly on the pitch, partly off,

which meant that the area from
home to first was tightly mown but
second and third and all of the left
field was about six inches deep in
grass.

About three seasons ago baseball
was so popular in Nottingham that
the secretary of the eight-team Not-
tingham League, George Bowles,
and his followers persuaded the
local cotporation of the necessity of
a proper playing field. Quoth George
to the parks committee, “We want
this to be the ‘real McCoy’; we want
a permanent backstop and sanded
lines.” Because of the councilmen’s
puzzled looks George drew them
diagrams and explained fully what
was needed, though left it with them
to discuss details.

The result of Mr. Bowles’ time
at the Town Hall was a diamond,
wedged between the corporation tip
and an overgrown disused railway
line, where-after many a game was
stopped. for 20 minutes while a

.2arch was organized in order to

find a priceless baseball. The tip
together with its accompanying
fiock of birds formed the fateful
right field boundary.

The sanded base paths were cei-
tainly sanded. The landscape “art-
ists” from the Park Department
had dug down about four inches
and simply filled in the paths with
sand. After swinging at a ball it
took about five steps to propel one-
self out of the batter’s hox; con-
versely in the infield a hit ball

BASEBALL RADIO

Hlustration fourtninths actuul size

A sixefronsistor rodio that looks |

fike u buasehall and performs like
an all=sfar. s “big league™ in
every way . . . styled and sized’
like an official baseball . . . when
mounted an its three-hat pedestal:
it's a trophy piece for maniel, .
desk or dresser . . , Yemove it and
it is o personal portabkle that can
he tuken everywhere. Superhets
erodyne circuif ond two-inch PAL
speaker. Built-in Ferrite core an-
tenna, Compleie with ninewvolt
battery, sarphone, threeshat stamd -
and cord with ring for portability.
Guaranteed against manufacturing
defects. Gift boxed. Postpuid.

nly $29.95

Hlinois residents add $1.20 tax

THE RBI sHoP

Box 304, Highland Park, Hi.
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34 BASEBALL DIGEST

would merely sink into the sand
lines and stop. It was regular
theach ball” at University Park and,
in fact, still is every Sunday during
the sunny 5easol.

But I suppose every ground has
it little faults. We just Jove the
game, with for us few ups and many
downs. The shining example of our
keenness is illustrated, I think, by
the “John Bull incident.”

Last year before the lifting of
the Sunday games ban, we had diffi-
culty in finding a ground, so we
jumped at the affirmative reply
given to us by the John Bull Rub-
ber Co. Ltd., to use part of their
new sports ground at Glenfield a
little way eut of town,

On arrivaléat the ground on Sun-
day morning to.assist in marking-
out for the afterncon game, we dis-
covered to our horror that the grass
on our playing surface was no less
than two foot six inches high. The
groundsman said that he had re-
ceived no instructions to mow the
grass or mark out the pitch and
added that without authorized per-
mission from the factory he could
not consider lending us any equip-
ment belonging to the rubber com-
pany. So after some argument the
three of us set off on hands and
knees to cui the infield, in turm,
with a pair of hand shears, This
completed we marked out, using a
four-inch paint brush.

We welcomed our opponents with

heavily blistered hands, sore kaees
and aching backs. - They took one
look at the grass in the outfield and

said they refused to play the game

as a league game but would play us
in a friendly game. We won the
“friendly” at the cost of two lost
baseballs in the long outfield grass
and one outfielder with chronic hay
fever.

Not all grounds over here are as
zany as the above mentioned, only
about 75 per cent of them. Scores
in games run up to anything from
2 to 42. The heaviest defeat we
have suffered was in 1955, our first
season, when we were defeated 41-
3 by the Nottingham Athletics.

Scorers often differ in trivial mat-
ters like final scores. Umpires and
managers are virtually nonexistent.

The only real baseball we see is
at a neighboring American air base,
but owing to security we have a job
sometimes getting onto the base.

Vesiree, this is England and this
is really baseball in the raw. Have
we any rivals for the title?

Vours 'til pro ball in Englana,

John Varnam,
Leicester Green Sox

(Secretary, second basemat, catch-
er, outfielder, joint-pitching and field-
ing coash, scorer, statistician, ground
marker-out-er, hired cooch driver,
baseball correspondent, general trouble
shooter for the game, holder of club

baseballs and 22 next birthdey.) .

Wezen You'vi FINISHED WITH Tars Copy OF BASEBALL DIGEST,

A Four-Cent Stamp CARRIES

Tr 10 A FRIEND IN SERVICE
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FOR THE UNINITIATED SPECTATORS

A Game consists of nine innings each for each team, but a
game ean count if terminated by the Umpire after five Innings.
An innings terminates when three men of the batting side are out.

The distribution of the fielding side iz as follows:-

1. PITCHER 6. SHORT STOP

2, CATCHER 7. LEFT FIELDER

3. 1st BASE 8, CENTRE FIELDER
4. 2nd BASE 5. RIGHT FIELDER
5. 3rd BASE

MNOTE: When pitcher is delivering the bzll to bat he must
keep one foot In contact with the Pitcher’s Plate.

THE BATSMAN IS ALLOWED THREE STRIKES OR FOUR
BALLS. A Strike Is a ball which passes over the home plate between
the knee and the shoulder of the batter, or any ball struck at by the
batsman without touching the bat. A bail is called when the pitched
ball s below the knee or above the shoulder, or which passes wide
of the home plate.

if the pitcher sends down FOUR BALLS before THREE STRIKES,
batsman is allowed first base.

Batsrnan becomes a baserunner when a FAIR HIT is made or
when he gets first base on balls.

A FAIR HIT is one which settles on fair territory in the infield,
or lands in territory in cutfield.

A bassrunner is out at first base if ball 1s held on bag before he
reaches it. At second, third and home plate baserunner must be
touched by ball which is held by a fieider before he reachesthe
bases, except when play is FORCED, that is when baserunners are
compelled o advance through batsman making a fair hic 2nd
bacaming a runner, when all that is necessary Is for a fielder to held
the bail and teuch the base,

The bali is dead and not in play If it goes foul, that is outside
the foul lines, unless it is caught. In such a case the batsman is
declared out.

A Run is scored only when each individual bazsman has made
2 complete round of the diamond, touching each base in regular
order before three men are out.

Pitching distance 60ft. ins. Distance between bases 90ft.

Easi Hull Aces

Peie Shorten

R. Seddon

F. Parker

J, Read ..
G, Jackson ..

A. Ellerington
J. Ginley ...
' D. Smallwoed
W. Sanderson
D. Hammeond

A. Wilson ..
M. Sandexson

K, Wilson

R. Armstrong

i At

Umnires :

Manager
...... Pitcher
... Catcher

1st Base

... 2nd Base
Short Stop
.. 3rd Base
Left Field
Centre Field
Right Field
Benchers

Thames Board Mills

J. McQuade
W. MceCOray ...

. Manager

G. Browae

W. Dawber .

D. Sigelair | . . o
R, Sumner

T, Devane .

W, Whithy

¢, Johnson .

A, Ashwell

G. White

H, Moreton

R, Reynolds |

C, Jones.....

W, Cattle .. Scorer

Messrs. Reid, MeCoy and Perrott

from the Birmingham League.

} Innings

Hull

;S:.ras S N

i
1:2]3°¢
L]

o —m

LONDON

718191 Total

1
i

i
!
{
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1961 O Memoual PALK COVENTAY

(Brew) STew PRTH RUGER PERY | Rick ASTILe, Atan SHEPHERD,
Jomw Smith | DAV ShTeé@r Tony Povéie, TEET Toowe,

[FPOAT) PAVLINE CrRus iy | wdpen BRADFOAD, Mk rlimsLEY,
el ALBHRNDER  Jorrd Vplinsd | RoD ANGEW, TUNol LLEMPIN.

jf
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Sunday Sport

Our five years campaign for Sunday sport had fallen on stoney ground.
Surprisingly we had received no Support from football or any other sport.

It was then that we were approached by a Mr. p. G. Smith ( whom |
corresponded with byt never actually met), He explained that the only solution

Councillor “Sludge” Powell was vehemently against and would make every effort
to divert the Proposai —~ made by Councilior Ashwel] — back into committee where
it would in all probability be shelveq.

Ashwell and severaj other pro-councillors persisted with the maotion, fought off
Mr. Powell and Succeeded 32 votes to 14 .

S0 Sunday sport in Leicester became a reality in January 1960

h4
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O'Neill will
join Yanker

PERTH, Thursdasy. -
O'Iﬂcfim!l. Aui'-'lraii;hn lg'!es;itj
: satd rodav e w nak he
E_;%/ HAT is regarded as the ffon United States this yea .
'V most proRTessive Dgs’ﬁ e AR the  ‘Ne: “g‘HEY tell me that Vic Jackson was one of the de
v i a ankoos ! / e !
éaa; bzgup t;.?{ez?ll;;ls;} 161‘%?0!13 Y"'f‘ii‘ézeéiﬂ;.- terms under 1 fhe_or@fs who eper _came tof Leic;ester s}ure - but
representative commitiee, god, ha"‘;,e ’lgﬁgf‘ccég;’-ab}; had his time over again he mightn’t take a dip af A
Br’?f-l:g Bh;‘;%auf*’i?“;ggm{f&e gﬂrﬁme’s.ﬂ%cutm For Vie, who has just seni a
riti .

aseball gets
a new lea

Wha
i e lewsy  letfer to  Couniy .
}ZQK’;‘I’I}ZS ?}:;EI Sontprporate ve C;‘icketB Cllub coséqmtte?-man Certa
< - g r ’ - * - 8
District, Merseyside, Birming- 'eweomers Se] Bll_!y_ ut ?; ~as iJung tm;a . il}_e_
nam and Nottingham, in which Cricket Bufi o be sen im with
Leicester Gresn Sox taite part. " Foy Green &  each week, says that he is morn
For added interest, the repre- beight future js & D00 ROW  playing  serious : ; under
sentatives arrangeq a pational € | feaiint g zen - Sox cricket, o “As you know,” Vie writes, “I| o oar.
f°m1’19t‘“€%asti°s be run on baceman, Al Doubledas But rece?t‘liy dhe lp)layedbm a hage allways liked bas?btaﬂ 280,
{NOCk-0u H oniy one practice pame ieam of lea ing Down inder and will play in the win T | His da
The competifion wiil be lhe Jineup foy .“}eurz- opet crickelers against- the New time.” 4 ) : c!arkyi
zoned. and the wmnﬁrfh froﬁa il ?fm‘fm{;e'tsén hP ark South Wales ball’ {eam And : )
secti il reac & all- againgt the Nottingham M - .
%ﬁ;;ﬁ&t?ﬁa;‘vm £ gA}xn new to the infie  what d'ye know tiz CoaChmg_-
. L R R T ey

first haseman Tony P 5.
ales over from Rod An ., (8rS beat them 3

Sonul Service, Test skipper Ritchie: &nand, REMEMBERING the
O'I'EeNa?:;lel F:lie‘::gnder Neil Harvey, Ian ¥'raig, Les lous offer that weni’to new B
Splers (C), Tony Por  Fayel] and Normai' O'Neiil |~ Test star  O'Neil]l “recenily] -
‘{f’h'“‘(xb‘f"‘”{??}‘}e("g’i.’i;‘w . were all in there piching| from American baseball . #,] ;
Bob Thacker ‘R, AlB with Jackson, - _ m wondering. :
(C.F.), Ray Essex (L.F.).

Subs.: Pave Woodeock, Don Carr,
Len Somuels,  Roger Percy_. __§ob

Roberishaw, s
Sy Lo

It is hoped the Federation will
# linic v,«?ith the : Buropean
Federation and evemtually a
team from England may be
sent to compete In the World
B Series, in the US.A,

-
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ore Baseball

ETIER from S, , Cobbeti. of|
L; 82, Hang Aventie, Leicester

Green Sox Bas
‘ Team
Leicesler Gréen Sox p};'
ISt home game af {he §
Yictoria Park tomorraw,
m Saints. Tean

Gray Spiers {n), Ra
{c.). Rod Angell (1h.),

Varnam (2b),  Mick ¢ “h o
;s.s,).lm Doubleday @b THHE ANSWER TO THOSE . YOUNG CRICKETERS WHQ
Bob Thaciey i1 "ephe! TWEEN PLAYING UNTIL LATE ON A SATURDAY Hi¢
‘E.Er}if}" Len Samuels. Daw BANGING WITH THEIR GIRL FRIENDS 1S SIMPLE. PLAY
cock, Don Carr, Dave § Well. thals what Joln Varnam,[ Leasug, who surs that ericket

Sceretary  of Leicoster Green- | o losing young Dlcod becauss
Sox_reckons. He bag writien EJ g d be

Iy now in Australia,
'S Mr. Cobbett: ‘7 was just
over sit years ago I made the
f atquaintance of Vie Jackson. It
was his inleres; in basebali.that
brought us {ogeiher. as he h
been fold thai g baseball clul
was being formed here and was

wNEIOUS {0 doin i,
o Feen was Vie that he pitched
ir frst maich

i

for the club in 1he
01 Stonesbhy Avenuc and  our
appanents declared thay i wag
hiz pitehing that won the same
G 1 was noi surprised {o read
tha. be had Dbeen playing |

- . Yo Brian Clarke, secretary of | ©f taie fnishing. N
i, s T | LeicohSEBALL DEFEA  the o MoK 5 Shive [VARNAM SAYS: “wmy worf Gre
CLUBS HAT MORE] Leicester  Green CBOX  wera = PrAY b . ; AR
FORMED 1N LN QT BEEN  thrichon “on Saturday ~ by ihe FPLAY - BASEBALL AS Jr Fi
£ LE:cgqsgésg IRGE Joilinghum  Saints, g1.g R ONLY LASTS. TWO AND A § Leiceste
b Scorers ior Leicestep: : THE ! -
EH% 1] Angeli 3. 30}11111}' ‘lfilrngin, Dla:l{'?rg ; ALE LOURS, 1T 5 * § fheir best

Woodeoek, A Doubleday, Tony

PASTEST AND. MOST COL- | yesterdgy
Pawell ang Gray Spiers (1 euch)j

OURFUL SUMMER  SPORT | fmgham }
IN THE WORLD, AND wx B Pome o
ARE-ALL VERY ENGLISH." | atea orieh
to Brian he Jf the Sox
¢ rafher amused

2me
Zer
(]

e
T

i

| TWO BASEBALL DEFEATS
of . Leicester Green Sox basebali
team were beaten twice over the
. Week-end. In 2 lesgue match on
" Saturday they lost 13-8 to league
theit Pt b eaders J:Ncﬂ:tgighatnt cz;;thle«éics
. - kranges is i 2nd In a friendly yester ay- they
‘ck‘é‘;’](f"e‘,_'r%’é “}ﬁgt".‘ e e ™his B were beaten 8-3 by the Bitming.
rday against Notfinsham A ham team, Dunlop Tigers.
3 0t Vicloria Parl; on
n_t; y%tg:%y have a, t’ri?gd}% g::]xge .
Lhpm against e Duniop” : R IO -
K ea;“n‘}s f . o ¥ Green Sox Team
@y fohony . Smith, N Saturday, - Feie ster . Gree
‘"52 Ml‘?r?rll Le;\:{I {S}z{mxézeiis' K I‘So?:.basebuu t':e:am ?fﬁe-:é chagcg
#ray Spiers, c T A O ior revenge whe - itors it
Sismers. Rod Angedl el), Vi gt i %;ﬂ e é’s‘*""‘ to
oy Varna Tige forinlght ago .in
Tony Dey 3, s 3 . gham the Tigers: beat theé :
ﬁukéarlﬁ'h;n 3 : : : o ) fic
deid. Ra iy ¥, tear: Alax
Jarr, Roger Ki inF Dave Saie h, GrayASpicﬁé.'an«%gr
we Woadeock, " Dave Bryang, ¥ Varnam,
- = Ry h snomﬁdagﬁ
v Ly Ins: ex, ki3
Thacker, = Les ; P

! ’ Lempin, Dave Woodco'ck
c 2 t Dave Saichel], Dave Bry
Creen Sox Gain Bercy, -~ -
Easy g lngol revenge
.y reen SO ]
e iiday hen they trounced
B m§ Tigers 17-1. Green mitn.:
pear-oid pitcher ace, Jahnny
i display that must rank Al
B Sni the hest pitchers in the
? R ? X A
- lands. econd hig win the
' T,h‘?’ !{,qe z{,fd S fwo “’Nk;?éhﬁ:]‘}
| S erss Al Alexander 4. Jolnny
Smiih, Johnny Vovnam, 5 sacly
ok by, T, e A

“Green So3x
5 Johnny Smit

hell,




Sid Trimnel|

The Nottingham League finally met jts demise in 1960 so we moved
on to join the Trimnel Pirates.

My article in W. T, Morgan'’s excelient magazine “Basebal|| Courier” of
June 1963 outlines Sid and his outfit.

We made the Trimnel| League up to six teams;

Dunlop Tigers, Valor Sports, Birlec Blues, Erdington Monarchs, USAE
Croughton( Oxon) and Chipping Norton.



Pt sy,

_ NO. L« JUNE 1963.
THS TRIMVELL, PTRATES by dohn Varnam.

What is or who are the Trimpeil "pirates"? The Trimnell .
"pirates” are tuo leagues run by Mr. Sidney'Trimnell, of Erdington,
Binmingham, and are affiliated to nobody.  gig Tuns his ovm Jittle
baseball "empire" in the Midlands, ang doesn!t want to know the
British Baseball Federation, the Mational League, or any other
orgacisatione

Hightly or wrongly, 8id is g dictator, ang he is hateq by all
other Midlang baseball authoritieg because his dictatorship
flourishes., 1T first met 5id, thres Yyears ago, after the collapse
of the Nottingham League, in which we at Leicester participated.

We grabbed onto the nearest organisation that we could in order to
sustain the interest of our Players, and keep the Green S0X on the
Mape  The nearest was ¥re Trimnell,

Sid is a bespectacled gent of about 55, short and stocky,
with a Erey crevw-cut. His fogehorn Voice repeats SWear words with
monotonons regularity, T don't think he could say a sentence
without swearing, but make no mistake, Sid has g baseball where
his heart should be. ¥hile Playing in the Nottingham League, we
heard various rmours about the Trimnell Leagues. We heard he
was promoting baseball for financial gain~ some hopesl  Others
said that he wag Paying some of hig pPlayers, switching Dplayers
from team to team. Nothing could be further from the truth, in
fact he must tip a fair amount into the game each Season. Hig

1
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Tittle black van 18 usualiy half full of baszball equipment,
n b +s it all from, nobody w1l ever knowe S pride
and joy is his youbh crgaul.sation, from tais source he has built
up his two 1eagnes, having started ith only one senior teamm,
the Aiston Honarchs, when ve broke away Ifrom uvhe Birmingham League
iq 1953, It is Sidls proud claim that since his break-avay, he
has spent five nights of each eek every summer in popularising
baseball among DOYS, and coaching them unbil they reach & standard
of giriil which enables nim to work them into his senior leaguese
T¢ his many critics were as schive in this field as Sid has Dbeen,
then the game wowld be in & rach stronger positiove

As I made clear carlier, HreTrimnell is a ¢ictaiore Vo
cormittee decisions, TO rrossurer, no secrebary; =nd what Sid
says, gOeSe Funnily enough it's the smoothest run 1. ;
T wnow ofe IHis ultimate aim is 1O develop his two 1
Hidland County, and Tnter-Citizs Leagues,
L&'eﬂyﬂmﬂT%gwrdgﬂmﬂﬁhhwi

E
)
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pERS -
chi from eight of the large Iidlaend

. 45 good; for the simple reasor
the game caniob rossioly harm it.  Lai

NATICHAL LEAGUZD NES by George LAVSLET-

Teague standings on Friday Tthe Junee
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Tast Hull fces

Stretford Saints

Bromsgrove Garringbons
¥otbingham Lthletics

Coventry Blue Sox

Birminghen fustin B,L. Bowbers

OO
= 0O0O

Bromsgrove, wWho Were tne most powerful club in the Birmingham
League, should be 2 very tough teamn TO beats Austin 3.L. have
quite a good team, 15 th fine potential for the future. The
hustin ground seb~up is goods but they need more publicity in the
local press in order %o attract spectatorse Hottingham could do
with more supporte. Hull are pleased at the response from the
publice. We are getting our results published in +the Northern
editions of the Daily Mirrore
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The National Basebal League

The Utopian dreg

League of our own was mooted during th

fragments of corr

espondence shows.

m of every British baseball enthusiast, a Nationaj

e time of the Green Sox as
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THE NATIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE SEASOM 1964

LEAGUE BULLETIN NO, 2,

T P S e S P

An executive meeting will take place on Sunday 1lhth June. If any Club
wishes to have any business discussed would they forward it to reach me by
Friday 12th June please. Hr. C. Court has distributed our Fixture Lists
therefore I only include June Fixtures:-

Sunday  7th June- Garringtons v  Nottingham Athletic
Nottingham Saints v  Huld Aces

Surday 14th June Stretford Saints v Hull Aces

: ' Nottingham Athletic v  Nottingham Saints

Sunday 2lst June Hull 4Aces v  Garringtons

Sunday 28th June Nottinghem Saints v  Austin B.L,
Stretford Saints v Nottingham Athletic
Huil Aces v U.5. Navy

The success of our Publicity Secretary G. Livsley in having National
League results published regular in National Newspapers depends on Clubs
telephoning the result on the day of the game to Sale OL4l 7.30 - - 8,0 p.m.
Alternetive No. Pyramld 3350,

On match days Cludb Secretary 5 could maybe delegate this task to another

Club Member, with the pressure of organising the game teas etc. This im-
portant 1tem is sometimes overlooked.

- All-Star Fixture 3rd August at Stretford.

" Detail’s of the above will be finslised at the Executive Meeting June
Usth. A copy of the Minutes will be sent t0 all Clubs.

National Baseball"Congress U;S,A,

No more orders Wlll be dealt with through the National League for any
material from N.B.C, but Clubs in membership can order direct, the service
is very prompt, and the Baseballs of good quality. At the present time I
have on stock Rule Books @ 2/~ which are for sale. The decision not to make
further orders has only been taken to save unnecessary posiage and time,
Cilub Secretery's will find the N.B.C. very helpful in all requests for any
type of Baseball need.. The very handsome N.B.C. League Trophy has arrived
and I will forward Clubs Photographs of the Trophy which could be used for
publicity purposes.
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THE BRITISH BASEBALL
ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

INTERNATIONAL BASEBALL

GREAT

BRITAIN

Vs.

THE NEDERLANDS

Practice 2 p.m.

PITCH OFF 3 p.m.

SUNDAY, 8th AUGUST, 1965

ADMISSION BY CRYSTAL PALACE
PROGRAMME ONLY

PRICE:- ADULTS 2/6 FE.C. GROUND
CHILDREN 1/6 Selhurst Park, LONDON S.F.

Ly .
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Lours o~

laroon Uniforms, white Undershirts,

Blue Czps and Socks,

BAHRASS,
CALIPBEIL .,
DONELTLL,
kmwgwa
GOHDON ,
HAIL.OND,
PARKER ,
LAHONEY,
BLAWELEY,
TLNTON,
COLLINS,
O'NLIELL,
TYNDROSS,
KiNG,
THOLIAS,
STARK,

GATAGER,

L]

e

“3 o3 Ty

ABBOLT,

(Garrington, Broomsgrove,,
(Thames Board ilills, Purfleet,,
(U. 8, savy, London,,
\U., 3, Navy, London,,
(U. 8. mavy, London).
(Hull Aces, Hull,,
(Hull Aces, Hull,,
(liiddlesex Athletics, Enfield.
(liddlesex Athletics, wnfield,,
(Thames Board liills, pPurflest,,
(Stretford Saints, Lanchester,,
(Stretford Saints, llanchester,,
Stretford Saints, ilamchester,,
\Tigery, Liverpool,,
(Tigers, ILiverpool,,
(Bluejays, Beckenham,.
TEALL GOAGHLS,
N, BDGAR,
T, WARNER,

H BASEBALI, ASSQOCIATLON HEPRESENTATLVES,
D, C, AKERS,
e S, ASH,

K. CLakPpPisSon,

Chairman
Secretary
Treagsurer

THE NEDERLAKDS

Colouvrs:- Grey Uniforms, Orange Undershirts,

QOrange

Hans AUGUSTINTS,
Terry BOHRLNGEN,
Rudi DO,

vlartin GAUS,
foklite JELOwA.,
Latty LiIOHLLIAY,
Anton »YOILS,
Gersrd SALELIINK,
Hans SLAAY,
Ilartin STROKER,
Ton LERNEUZEW,
Jan van BWIJK,

Caps with Black peaks,

(Sparta, Rotterdam,,
(Schoten, Haarlem,,
(Sparta, Rotterdam,,
(V.V,G,A, Ansterdan,,
(Storks, 's Gravenhage,,
(H.C,K, Haarlem,,
(Schoten, Haarlem,,
(4.D.0., 's Gravenhsze,.
(A.B.C., Amsterdam),

(0, V.V.0., Amsterdam,,
(Haarlem Michols, Haarlenm,
(U,V.V. Utrecht .,

Peter van 't KLOOSTER(H,Y.A. Ansterdam,,

Hans van LIBSHOUT,
Wim van der S7IR,

_HE.PE. WANAGER
Charles UHBANTUS,

(Schoten, Haarlem,,
(UsV.V, Utrecht,.

WEDERLANDS BASEBATL ASSOCIATION REPRESENTAT [VES

Ir Jan HARTOG
lir Joop NUSHE

Assistant Secretary
Tecnnical Committee



THE NATIONAL LEAGUE CUP

1966

Drawn by Mr. K. Clappisen (B.B,A.;

A Club must submit a list of players eligible for the competition 1o th= Gene
Secretary on form provided. A Club may only enter one team. Full rules of e
competition are published in the 1966 Hand~book.

Preliminary Round (i)
Birmingham Birlec

Preliminary Round (ii)
Match 1 Hull Cardinals
Match 2 Hull Blackburn

First Round Proper

May 7th or 8th

v

May 21st or 22nd

v
v

Match 1 Nottingham Skykings v
Match 2 Winner of Preliminary (i} v
Match 3 Hull Priestman v

Second Round
Birmingham Austin
Liverpool Aces
Hull Aces

\4
\'4
\'s

The North
Northfield Birmingham

The North
Winner of Preliminary Round (i}
Hull Royals

May 28th or 2%9th

Nottingham Athletic

Winner of Preliminary (ii)

Garringtons

June 18th or 1%9th

Stretford
Winner of Match 2 first round
Winner of Match 3 first round

Bye Winner of match 1 first round

Three winners plus bye join four Southern Teams for Round Three to be drawn

June 26th and played on JULY %th.

Preliminary Round One
Match One
Match Two

Southend Aces

Barking Curzon Pirates

v
v

Bye Crawley Beavers

Second Preliminary Round

Match A Winner of Match One
Match B Winner of Match Two
Match C Enfield Dodgers

First Round Proper
Match No. 1 Winner of Match B
2 Ruislip Venturers
3 Richmond Knights
4 Winner of Match C

Second Round Saturday June 18th
U.S. Navy Lions
Winner of Match 2
Winner of Match 1
Thames Board Mills

v
V
A4

v

v
v
v

v
A
v
v

The South Dates to be announced and printed

Brighton Jets
Harlow Hustlers

Crawley Giants
Essex Tigers
Crowley Beavers

Saturday May 28th

Beckenham Bluejays
Sutton Braves
Winner of Match A
Barnet Quinta

Winner of Match 3
Mormon Elders

Winner of Match 4
Middlesex Athletic

Four Winners join Four Northern Winners for Third Round JULY Fih.

All games Saturday unless mutually agreed between Clubs and the League scheduie is 1.0

affected.



The End

Mike Grimsley , Alan Shepherd and | kept the team going through the
early 1960's but the “endless * football season ate further and further
into our short summer season. The death knell was announced in the
Leicester Mercury of 28 January 1965 .

After raising my family | returned to the game in mid 80’s to join the
umpiring squad of Ted Thesingh and Benny Benson et al. in yet
another failed reincarnation of a National League.

Tl



THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 1945

Tt Vo VR
GREEN SOX HAVE

DISBANDED

LEICESTER Grecn  Spy

Basehall Cluh decided
to dishand at last night's
A.G.M., Lack of support is the
reason,

Formed in 1954 by a ny-
caus of axiled Canadians,
the club made a good start
and atlracied support, They
played in ihe Nottingham
League yntil 1959 when a
switch was made to, the
Birmingham Midland League,

In the
Green Sox

it is now heped 1o atiempt
Lo promote tho {oss arduous
but simiar game of softball,
starting with youth clubs.

T2



British Basebafl Federation
197, Newbridge Road, Hull, HU3 2LR. Tel:{0482) 75169

Fresident: Don Smalfwood,

THE 1987 BRITISH KNOCK-QUT CUP FINAL

Welcome to the 1987 Final of the British Baseball Federations National

 Cup Competition. The winner of today's match will rerresent Great Eritain

in the European Club Cup Competition next year. If this is your first visit

to a Baseball match, vou will find a brief description of the Rules in this

programme, plus a match commentary which will describe the plays. The sport

in West Midlands is starting to grow and Fox Hollies Sports Centre will play
an important part in that growth. It is the centre for Baseball Coaching
in the West Midlands. Prior to the start of today's match, the Leamns will

be announced for you to write in Lhe centre spread of your programne.

We hope you enjoy the game.

HULL METS

Keith Marshall
Brian Thurston
Neil Read
Barry Marshall
John Read
Wayne Parker
Frank Parker
Paul Reading
Brian Read
Gary Mortimer
Shaun Brown
Darren Turtle
Alan Wilson
Clive Megson
Mike Parker

Doreen Megson

i

§

Position
Manager
Pitcler
Catcher
15t Base
1st Base
Infield
Infield
Infield
Outfield
Cutfield
Infield/Cutfield
Infield/Outfield
Catcher/Infield
Coach
Coach

Team Scorer

Andy Knox -

Janice Allsop -~

THE TEAMS
NOTTINGHAM SOUTHGLADE [ORNETS
Neme Position

Mike Harrold -~ Manager
Steve Frost ~ Pitcher - .
Chris Needham -~ Catcher/Outfield
David Ellis ~ Infield
Adam Simson -  Infield
lan Ashford - Infield
Gary Sewsl] - Catcher/Cutfield
Stephen Sewell -  Qutfield
Jason Ball ~ Pllcher/Outfield
Tony Penwarden ~ Qutfield
Phil Hazard = Ouifield
Stephen Edwards~ Infield/Cutfield .
John Allsop - Infield/Qutfield

Inficld/Qutfield

Team Scorer

BACKED BY

& JSCOTTINN



hall Club
This drawing reminded read-

FORMER MEMBER
JOHN VARNAM
TELLS THE STORY
OF THE GREEN
SOX, LEICESTER'S
BASEBALL TEAM.

Alan Shepherd had just been -
| married in 1954 when he
|| responded to an invitation in
| | the Leicester Mercury to
prospective haseball players. = : :
The ad had been placed by a ENTHUSIASTS: Members of the Green Sox training and getting a team talk in the 1980s

consortium of three ex-Cana- .

. | dian Air Force men who had  Inthe garly days, we becamea Up included several Notls moveto popularise the game ir

v | settiedinthecity after thewan normadic bunch performing at County footbaliers, We were Ashbydela zZouch.

Steve Hordle, Johniy Groulx various venues including Park regularly 1rounced out of sight 1 rejoined the game in 1988 &
and Bill Brown were avidly sup- Drive, LFE, and the John Rull by RCAF teams at Langar and  an umpire when a failed &

[

3 | ported by American Al Alexan- Sportsground, Groby Road, be- NorthLuffenham. temptwas made toformaviabl

| der and “Red” Diglin, an Eng- fore setiling down to home The late Mike Grimsley {who EnglishNationalLeague.

- | tishman who had previously —games o Victoria Park. was a well known local football 1 have seend baseball played @
played the game in the porth of Early regulars sncluded  referee and member of Kib- Lord’sand Oid rafford cricke

i | England. county cricket all-rounder Vic worth Golf Club) becaine gecret-  grounds and Selhurst Par
5 | Alan turned up for the try-out Jackson, who had played in his ary inthelate 505 and it was o1l Football Stadium. The game i
y 1 at Vicioria Park and the native Australia. However, loe-  his instigation that the squad still played in “pockets” aronn
n | Leicester Baseball Club was als were encouraged as Alanin- Wwas rebranded as the Leicester the country and a GB Nation
bhorn. troduced fellow workmate Ray ~ Green Sox. side participates in
g | Basebail had been played dur- Fesex to join and after 1 came Mike, Alan and I kept the Furopean Qualifying Round 1
~ § ing the war on the Abbey Park nnder the spell of the game in Green Sox afloat antil the mid-  the Olympic Gane Tourn
| Oval by US forces billeted 1955, I dragged sn several of my 80s after which the game faded ment. WNeedless, tosay they ha
o | around the city. Tn the late 1960s CGateway Boys School cok out mainly due o the “endless” not qualified for the finals y¢
w | the game was also played by leagues — Tony Peasgood, Johnt foothall season eating further The European game is domi
USAF personnel at RAF Brunt- Smith, Grahatit Spiers and andfurther into our short sum- ated by Holland andItaly.
e- | ingthorpe. The {nangural com-  Wany others. merseason. Just for the record my claim
)¢ | petitive maich-up for the newly- We played in the eighi-team The game has made severalre- local sporting “fame” is tha
1 | formed team was played on the Nottingham League in second- vival attempts In and around am mentioned twice on t

a- | ol Wellington Vies football hand {or was it tfhird-hand) kit  the ity in the various guises of County FA Honours Roard

gmundhehind the Tiger Pubon whichhad been scrounged from haseballand softhall. their H@ in Whetstone —
p. | Stonesby Avenue — now a hous- their home country by the Ca- Alan has been involved in just  years as a referee and 25 yei
ingdevelopment. nadians. The Nottingham set- about every one, including a asacoach.

-d dream to turn village info university town; picture’s location s a mystery businesst

RIES: Do you have any recollections or old photographs that may interest readers? Send them to My Leicester at Leicester Mercury, St. George Street, Leicester LE

P
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As a home boliday attraction, baseball T a0
was played by U.S. Forces at the SATURDAY, 14th
Oval, Abbey Grounds, Leicester, on ST S AR
Monday. There was a large crowd.
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